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stateliness of its design but by a number of devices in
cabinet-making, desks, writing-shelves, reading-lamps. And
families like the Byrds and the inhabitants of the great
houses—traces of which are still to be found in the lovely
and fertile peninsula which contains most of the state of
Delaware and parts of Virginia and Maryland—those
squires with the traditions and much more than the oppor-
tunities of the squirearchy of the Old Country, deserved, in
peace almost more than in war, well of their country and
the world.
§
Those establishments were, however, necessarily feudal in
character and we are here interested in something more
humble. They interest us, that is to say in being almost
absolutely what to-day is called self-sufficiency farms.
Regarded as profit-making concerns they can never have
been eminently successful and none of the planters of that
type can have been very rich men. If you put it that whilst
the master himself shared the work as well as the super-
intendence of his estates the profit on the capital employed
can never have been much more than 3 per cent you would
be within the mark. But if the master was absent for a year
the results of the year's farming would always be a loss.
So you had Washington, Jefferson, Madison, and the rest
continually tearing themselves momentarily away from their
official labours after the peace and lamenting bitterly the
deteriorations that had taken place in their estates and
plantations.
But even into revolutionary days and for half a century
later the condition of the smaller farmers and planters of
the South was not very satisfactory. I am not talking now
of the class that later became known as poor whites, but of
those that in England would have been called smaller
gentry and yeomen. These were gradually driven out of
the Chesapeake provinces and their neighbourhoods simply
because of their poor farming methods. Earth that has been
much called on must be restored. In the earliest days the
Indians had taught the ignorant settlers that corn and even

